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Welcome to the 73rd Annual
Virtual Recognition Awards

Whether you are a volunteer, client, family member, friend, or a Curative 
Connections’ staff or board member, I want to thank you for “joining” this year’s 
annual recognition event, even if it is a virtual way to be together. 

While COVID-19 may have changed the format once again for this year’s annual 
celebration of people’s accomplishments and contributions, it does not take 
anything away from our honorees. 

This year’s theme “Adapting Through Connections” reflects the resilience 
we built with support from loved ones, friends, colleagues and community 
organizations like Curative Connections. The perseverance people displayed 
in the face of the pandemic was buttressed by the many caring connections at 
Curative. It was inspiring!

The innumerable instances of perseverance and meaningful connections were 
made possible by clients’ hard work and determination, the encouragement and 
support of committed staff, the selfless contributions of volunteers’ time, and 
the strong partnerships we have with community organizations and businesses.

All of this takes place within the context of a service system supported and 
sustained by our elected officials and community partners, to whom we are 
grateful.

Finally, this virtual viewing captures just some of the special moments that 
happen each day at Curative. They are each treasures. Our ability to share them 
with you would not have been possible without the generosity and expertise 
of NorthCoast Productions/Studio 44 and the sponsorship support of Klink 
Equipment.

While I sincerely hope you enjoy this virtual event, we all look forward to 
returning to our face-to-face celebrations in 2022 and beyond. Thank you for 
being with us again in spirit this year.

Steven McCarthy
President and CEO Welcome

Steven McCarthy
President & CEO of Curative Connections

Presentation of Awards

Closing Remarks

Final Remarks



2020 AWARD RECIPIENTS

Joseph was nominated by the 
Cloud Family Care Center 
staff as “Caregiver of the Year” 
for his exceptionally kind and 
compassionate care of his wife, 
Carol. As Carol’s memory and health 
declined, she was no longer able to 
attend the Adult Day Services, but 
Joe always displayed the utmost 
patience and love for Carol.

He always used little terms of 
endearment. Joe and Carol have 
three grown sons, but Joe was his 
wife’s primary caregiver. Prior to 
being placed in a nursing home, he 
took care of all of Carol’s daily cares. 
To take care of himself, Joe enjoys 
hunting, cooking and spending time 
with family. While utilizing our adult 
day services, Joe would bring in his 
homemade chili and booyah for the 
staff and would express his sincere 
appreciation for all that we did to 
support him and Carol.

Caregiver of the Year
Joe Nachtwey

Bonnie’s husband, Curt, was 
diagnosed with early-stage dementia 
almost 8 years ago. Prior to this, Curt 
and Bonnie provided professional 
caregiving services through their 
business called “Compassionate 
Caregiving.” Bonnie was a graduate 
of the first Dementia Care Specialist 
training in the state.

With Curt, Bonne is very patient, 
kind and compassionate focusing on 
Curt’s strengths and abilities versus 
his inability to do something. Curt 
attends Curative’s Crossroads adult 
day program 3 days per week and 
both have attended our Memory 
Café. They have two grown sons and 
three beautiful granddaughters that 
they spend time with in after-school 
activities and even some virtual 
learning! Bonnie has a very strong 
faith and a true compassion for those 
with memory loss and other aging 
issues. She displays that for her love 
of Curt and appreciation for the staff 
of the Crossroads program.

Caregiver of the Year
Bonnie Warren



2020 AWARD RECIPIENTS
continued

Diane loves to participate in all of 
the Daybreak programs and helps 
by sweeping, folding laundry and 
watering the plants. She says she 
finds these activities meaningful! 
Diane exudes an upbeat and friendly 
energy and is always one of the first 
to personally approach a new staff 
person, tour, or participant.

She always has a positive attitude, 
cracking jokes throughout the day 
and giving genuine compliments. 
You will never have a ‘downer’ 
conversation when you’re with 
Diane. You’ll always leave her side 
feeling better than you did before. 
She uses each moment as an 
opportunity to talk with someone 
and offer something positive to say. 

Top Effort
Daybreak

Diane VanHandel

When Bob’s care manager suggested 
that he check out the Brain 
Rehabilitation & Wellness program 
at Curative, Bob grudgingly agreed to 
try it for one hour. Initially Bob said 
that he only wanted to be with his cat 
and was quite firm about not wanting 
to do anything with our programs.

Eventually Bob added more 
time at Curative and focused on 
interpersonal interactions, problem 
solving, sequencing/organization, 
visual perception, and working 
memory to help him retrain his 
brain.   Over time, he has made 
significant gains in his abilities. Bob’s 
perseverance is quite remarkable. 
Post COVID, Bob set a new goal 
for himself to become more social. 
He is blossoming into a “social 
butterfly,” initiating freely, having the 
confidence to crack jokes, sharing 
about his life, past and present, and 
encouraging his peers. Bob stepped 
out of his comfort zone and found a 
new outlook on life.    

Top Effort
Brain Rehabilitation

& Wellness
Robert (Bob) Tank



2020 AWARD RECIPIENTS
continued

The Volunteer Award is presented 
someone that dedicates their time 
to the agency and community. Larry 
Seidl has gone above and beyond 
dedicating his time to Curative 
Connections and the people we 
serve. Larry serves as one of our 
driver trainers and potential drivers 
ride with him to learn what the job 
involves.

He takes pride in his volunteer work 
and clients remember his kind and 
caring words and never seems to 
have a bad day. He is always smiling 
and sees the best in everyone. Larry 
is dedicated to many community 
causes, and thankfully Curative 
Transportation Services is one of 
those!

Volunteer Driver
of the Year

Transportation Services
Larry Seidl

Top Effort
Let’s Work!

Catherine “Catie” Eatmon

Catie was nominated by the Let’s 
Work! Program because she is 
strong, smart, funny, kind and ready 
to work. Catie always goes out of her 
way to help others as well. She has 
grown immensely and when she first 
came to the program she was very 
quiet and shy.

Today, Catie does not hesitate to 
speak up when she needs something 
or has a question. She is outgoing 
and funny and has really let her 
personality shine through. Catie 
recently achieved her main goal 
of getting a job! She is officially 
employed out in the community. 
Congratulations to Catie – way to go!



2021 HONOREES2020 AWARD RECIPIENTS
continued

Nominated by the Let’s Work! 
program, Pioneer Metal Finishing 
first reached out to Curative in late 
2019 inquiring about hiring Curative 
program participants. Brandon 
Beard, General Manager at Pioneer 
Metal Finishing worked with us to 
hire three of our consumers. Pioneer 
staff have been extremely flexible 
with start dates, schedules, and 
allowing time off for medical and 
therapy appointments.

They take extra strides to match 
and place people in jobs that are a 
good fit for their skills and abilities, 
focusing on successful outcomes. 
They not only welcome the 
consumers to be part of the team, 
but they invite the job coaches to 
be involved as well. They keep an 
open line of communication with 
Curative and are willing to make 
accommodations to help boost an 
employee’s performance and they go 
above and beyond to make this a very 
symbiotic relationship and a truly 
integrated work environment for our 
employees.

Community Employer
of the Year

Pioneer Metal Finishing

The Wildlife Sanctuary was 
nominated for the “Community 
Partner of the Year” because they 
always supported the the Let’s 
Work! Program. Through the entire 
pandemic they kept communication 
open and welcomed our participants 
back as soon as possible. The 
Wildlife Sanctuary staff support 
our consumers so they have a truly 
valuable work experience. They are 
always there to answer any questions 
or even just to chat as time allows.

The Wildlife Sanctuary has a solid 
understanding of what the Let’s 
Work! program is all about and they 
treat the volunteer experience as 
if it were a real job. They practice 
life skills such as teamwork, 
organization, responsibility, 
leadership and confidence and treat 
our participants with compassion, 
empathy, fairness, honesty, and 
respect. Our participants love 
volunteering at the Wildlife 
Sanctuary because their staff takes 
the time to educate them and 
embrace their curiosity. 

Community Partner
of the Year

Wildlife Sanctuary



2021 HONOREES
continued

2020 AWARD RECIPIENTS
continued

William K. Kystrom
Award for Advocacy

Dr. Ashok Rai,
Prevea Health

This award is named after Curative Connections’ 
long-time president and CEO, Bill Nystrom, who 
retired from Curative in 1993. Bill was a fierce 
advocate for the people Curative serves, including 
people with disabilities, older adults, people with 
mental health concerns and those with neurological 
impairments. 

We could think of no one more deserving of this 
year’s award than Dr. Ashok Rai, President and 
CEO of Prevea Health. We selected Dr. Rai for his 
tireless and effective efforts clearly communicating 
practices to mitigate COVID-19’s spread and 
impact. Many organizations, Curative Connections 
included, relied on the advice from him personally 
and other Prevea staff to develop COVID-19 safety 
protocols. Those protocols were key to reducing 
the risk of virus transmission among our staff and 
clients. While we did experience some instances of 
COVID-19, the spread of infections was contained 
due to the protocols Prevea helped us create.

For the broader community, Dr. Rai’s regular 
appearances on WBAY were invaluable, as were his 
numerous other helpful communications. In light 
of all his personal efforts to help the community be 
COVID-19 safe and to promote informed public 
health policy, Curative is delighted to present Dr. 
Ashok Rai with the William K. Nystrom Award for 
Advocacy and Public Policy.

ADAPTING THROUGH CONNECTIONSADAPTING THROUGH CONNECTIONS



2020 AWARD RECIPIENTS
continued

2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD 
Steven McCarthy, President & CEO | Curative Connections
Cathy Stone, Chair | Nature’s Way 
Shane Wheeler, Vice Chair | St. Norbert College / UW-GB
Paul Northway, Treasurer | American National Bank
Eileen Jahnke, Secretary | Retired

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Terence Bouressa | Hanaway Ross Law Firm 
Lori Crispigna | Parent Representative 
Ron Grubbs | Alliance Plastics 
Josh Gustafson | Prevea Health 
Michelle Tyo-Johnson | NorthCoast Productions/Studio 44
Amanda Manteufel | Miron Construction 
Jennifer Popek | Chi-Matic 
Mike Rekitzke | NEW Plastics 
Nate Schillington | Schreiber 
Jeane Smits | Proko Wall Funeral Home 
Wendy Townsend | City of Green Bay

CORPORATE MEMBERS
Lisa Bos | Schneider 
T. Pepper Burruss | Retired 
Mark DePrey | Retired 
Paula Fineout | Procter & Gamble 
Anne Hale | Bellin Health 
Doreen Higgins | Retired 
Melissa Jeanquart | Ver Halen, Inc. 
Ben Joniaux | UW-GB 
Joe Kiedinger | Prophit Marketing 
W. Scott King | Nicolet Bank

Julian LaMue | Investors Community Bank 
Peter Masias | Green Bay Packaging 
Chester “Chip” McDonald | McDonald Companies
Robert Monroe | Procter & Gamble 
Mark Olson | Retired 
Mark Radtke | Retired 
Julie Siefert | NWTC 
Daniel Walsh | One Law Group, SC 
Bill Ziemendorf | Retired

THANK YOU THANK YOU 
TO OUR EVENT TO OUR EVENT 
SPONSORSSPONSORS


